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INVU Case Study Questionnaire

Name of Company: Oundle School Archive Department
Name of person responding: Stepehn Forge
Position within the company: Archivist 
Full postal address: Oundle School, Archive Department, The Library, Oundle, Northants, PE8 4EE
Question 1

In brief please describe what your business does:

Question 2

Please describe what challenge your business faced and why you needed to implement an INVU software solution:

Question 3
In brief please describe how you now use INVU within your business:


Question 5

In brief please describe the business benefits that you have enjoyed as a result of your INVU implementation:


We use Invu in a very unique way. We have very slowly scanned in all glass plates and transparency slides together with a large number of old photographs. The Invu indexing fields are used not only to describe the document but to allow us to effectively catalogue the original information. The first index field is used to define the box and shelf of where the original is stored. Information is accessed only by our department and is then emailed to recipients for research purposes etc.








Invu has provided us with a huge knowledge base. Information on past pupils is accessed in seconds rather than days and in time we expect this to increase donations to the school! Exhibitions for the pupils can be prepared in a matter of hours and information can be shared amongst all the staff, pupils and friends of the school. We still have a long way to go before all the archive is held electronically but we are delighted with the progress so far.





The Oundle School archive stores and catalogues information dating back to 18th Century. Boxes of documents holding publication, clippings, photographs, transparency slides and glass plates are stored and catalogued here. This information is very important to the school as it an historical account of our heritage. The information we store is used in exhibitions to the pupils, old boys and the public. We are often asked if we have any information relating to the great Grandfather of somebody researching their family tree etc.





Much of our information is very fragile and we needed to find a way to effectively copy it.  We needed to find a solution which would allow us to locate information relevant to an individual pupil, or production or master etc but we also needed a system which could allow us to easily locate the original. It was impossible for us to even know what information was held in the archive due to the sheer volume of brown paper boxes! We also had a very limited budget as most of our revenue comes from donations.
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